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Memorandum 
TO:  PLANNING COMMISSION 

FROM:  David Manhardt, AICP, Director of Community Development 

SUBJECT: Dorney Park Sidewalks Hamilton Boulevard   
PROFESSIONAL STAFF CONSULTATION 2023-405             
REQUEST FOR PRELIMINARY/FINAL PLAN REVIEW 

DATE:  September 6, 2024 

COPIES: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, T. PETRUCCI, D. MANHARDT, L. HARRIER, J. ZATOR, 
ESQ., J. ALDERFER, ESQ, A. TALLARIDA, S. PIDCOCK, APPLICANT, SUB. FILE 2023-
405 

Location and Intent 
The Dorney Park Sidewalks Hamilton Boulevard Project was a condition of the Dorney Park 2024 
Project. The sidewalk project connects the intersection of Haines Mill with the existing sidewalk at 
the driveway entrance to Dorney Park. This project is being presented as a “Direction and 
Discussion” item because the ultimate approval and modifications are under the purview of 
PennDOT.  

 



Previous Township Consideration 
The Dorney Park Project 2024 received Board of Commissioners approval at their April 19, 2023 
meeting. The approving resolution required the applicant to execute an agreement the Township 
regarding frontage improvement. This agreement was executed on March 21, 2024. 

Reviewing Agencies Comments 
Township Engineer 

The review letter dated September 5, 2024, includes comments related to sight triangles, slopes, 
drafting comments, and identifying other agency comments that may be addressed. 

Township Geotechnical Consultant  

The review letter dated August 26, 2024, seeks additional clarification including the location of a 
wall noted on the plan. 

Public Safety Commission 
The Public Safety Commission reviewed the plan at its September 9, 2024 meeting. Their 
comments are contained in Mr. John Frantz’s email dated September 10, 2024. The Public Safety 
Commission recommended that illumination should be provided for the sidewalk. 

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
PennDOT has expressed support for the sidewalk layout per an email sent May 30, 2024 and 
requested formal engineering plans. The applicant can provide additional information relating to 
any correspondence with PennDOT. 

Lehigh and Northampton Transit Agency. (LANTA) 
Applicant should review any correspondence and involvement with LANTA. 

South Whitehall Planning Document Review  
Community Development staff has reviewed the project for consistency with current and in-
development long-range plans. Staff has determined that this project is consistent with the 
transportation and land use goals of the Township Comprehensive Plan and forwards the 
prospective goals and recommendations of the Township’s Active Transportation Plan/Safety Action 
Plan currently in development.  

Community Development Department Recommendation 
As a Direction and Discussion item, there is no formal action required.  

Planning Commission deadline to act on the plan:  Not Applicable 

Board of Commissioners deadline to act on the plan: Not Applicable 

  



Site Plan 
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Township Engineer Review 
  



THE  PIDCOCK  COMPANY 

CIVIL ENGINEERING AND LAND PLANNING 

ARCHITECTURE 

LAND SURVEYING 

Oxford Drive at Fish Hatchery Road 

2451 Parkwood Drive    Allentown, Pennsylvania    18103-9608 

Telephone: 610-791-2252 

Telefacsimile: 610-791-1256 

E-mail: info@pidcockcompany.com

Website: www.pidcockcompany.com

Established 1924 
J. Scott Pidcock, P.E., R.A. 

Bruce E. Anderson, P.E., LEED AP 
Brian A. Dillman, P.E. 
Ronald J. Gawlik, P.E. 
Brian E. Harman, P.E., PTOE 
James A. Rothdeutsch, P.E., LEED AP 
John R. Russek, Jr., P.E. 
Brent C. Tucker, P.E. 

Douglas E. Haberbosch, P.E. 
William G. Kmetz, P.L.S. 
Jeffrey R. Matyus 
John M. McRoberts, P.E. 
Brent D. Shriver, P.E. 
Todd L. Sonntag, R.A., LEED AP 
Anthony F. Tallarida, P.E. 
Ryan R. Troutman, P.E. 

G. Edwin Pidcock, P.E., P.L.S.   1924-1967 
John S. Pidcock, P.E., P.L.S.   1954-1999 
Ralph M. Pidcock, P.L.S.   1952-2000 (Retired)

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mr. David Manhardt, AICP via e-mail 
Director of Community Development 
South Whitehall Township 

FROM: Mr. Anthony F. Tallarida, PE 
Manager, Municipal Engineering Services 

SUBJECT: South Whitehall Township 
Dorney Park and Wildwater Kingdom 
  Offsite Sidewalk 
Project #2023-405 

DATE: September 5, 2024 

COPIES: Mr. Thomas R. Petrucci, MPA 
Township Manager 
South Whitehall Township 

Mr. Herb Bender 
Director of Township Operations 
South Whitehall Township 

Mr. Mike Elias 
Public Works Utility and MS4 Program Coordinator 
South Whitehall Township 

Ms. Tracy J.B. Fehnel 
Insurance Administrator & Executive Assistant 
South Whitehall Township 
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Ms. Laura M. Harrier, BCO 
Building Code Official/Zoning Officer 
South Whitehall Township 

Mr. John G. Frantz, CFEI, BCO 
Fire Marshal, Building Code Official 
South Whitehall Township 

Joseph A. Zator, II, Esq. 
South Whitehall Township Solicitor 
Zator Law 

Jennifer R. Alderfer, Esq. 
Assistant South Whitehall Township Solicitor 
Zator Law 

Mr. Denjam Khadka 
Senior Civil/Environmental Engineer 
Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 

Ms. Corinne Ruggiero 
Environmental Planner 
Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 

Mr. Christopher A. Taylor, PG 
Senior Geologist 
Hanover Engineering Associates, Inc. 

Mr. Adam A. Smith, P.E. 
Senior Project Manager 
Barry Isett & Associates, Inc. 

Ms. Jessica Naderman 
Vice President & General Manager 
Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom 

(all via e-mail) 

Mr. Ronald J. Gawlik, PE, Township Engineer 
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South Whitehall Township Ordinances: 
Zoning Ordinance (ZO) 
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO) 
Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) 

See attached list for documents reviewed. 

Proposal: 
As a Condition of the Dorney Park Project 2024 Resolution (Resolution 2023-54, 
Condition 6) frontage improvements (i.e., installation of sidewalk along a portion of 
Hamilton Boulevard) were required.  This submission was made accordingly to address 
that requirement. 
Installation of new sidewalk (±7,200 sf) along Hamilton Boulevard between Haines Mill 
Road and the driveway entrance; 
CR – Commercial Recreation Zoning District; 
Public Water; 
Public Sewer. 

Waivers/Deferrals/Variances: 
None to date (see Waiver Comment below). 

jfw/laf 

Enclosures 
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South Whitehall Township 
Dorney Park and Wildwater Kingdom 
  Offsite Sidewalk 
Project #2023-405 

September 5, 2024 

REVIEW COMMENTS 
1. Confirm with the Township Staff the status of the existing waivers/deferrals as they

relate to the current proposal;
2. Obtain Highway Occupancy Permit(s) for any work within the PennDOT

right-of-way;
3. Required and available sight distances should be provided at the intersection of

Hamilton Boulevard and the Dorney Park driveway to show the pad and future bus
shelter will be outside the clear sight triangle.  The required sight distances should be
identified with sight lines and the available sight distances labeled on the plans,
SALDO §312-12(b)(24) and §312-35(a)(6)(F);

4. It appears that the longitudinal slope of the sidewalk exceeds 5% in the area north of
the existing basin on Sheet GU-3.  Any railings along the sidewalk and their details
should be shown on the Plans;

5. The project creates less than 10,000 s.f. of additional impervious coverage and is
exempt from meeting the provisions of SMP.  A narrative should be provided to
explain the reasons for the exemption while also showing that the runoff from the
additional impervious cover will not affect any neighboring properties,
SMP §296-5(e);

6. Confirm with the Township Geotechnical Consultant that fill and drainage can be
placed against the wall;

7. Provide the following information in accordance with SALDO §312-12(b):
a. Applicant’s Statements in accordance with SALDO §312-12(b)(6);
b. All Site Data as require in SALDO §312-12(b)(8);
c. Label Zoning District boundaries on the Location Map,

SALDO §312-12(b)(9)(D);
d. Label the benchmark on the Plans, and the Datum to which contour elevations

are tied to, SALDO §312-12(b)(16);
e. Names of owners of immediately adjacent land, SALDO §312-12(b)(17);
f. Rock outcrops, stone fields, closed topographical depressions, and other

features of ground subsidence, etc. or the absence of such features should be
noted, SALDO §312-12(b)(18);
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g. Significant manmade features and buildings within 100 feet of the site (e.g., 
sewer mains, water mains, gas lines, fire hydrants, etc.), 
SALDO §312-12(b)(19) and §312-12(b)(20); 

h. Sidewalks, trails, driveways, streets easements, and right-of-way, etc. within 
400 feet of the site, SALDO §312-12(b)(21); 

i. Soil type boundaries, SALDO §312-12(b)(22); 
j. Reference monuments, SALDO §312-12(b)(27); and 
k. A Lighting Plan (if applicable), SALDO §312-12(b)(37). 

8. Address any comments from the Shade Tree Commission to their satisfaction; 
9. Confirm the acceptability of the Bus Stop Loading Pad with LANTA.  Provide any 

correspondence from LANTA to the Township and our office; 
10. Address any concerns of the Public Safety Commission to their satisfaction; and 
11. Provide Certifications/Acknowledgements/Statements in accordance with 

SALDO §312-48(e)(2).  Upon submission of plans for recording, all Statements and 
Certifications shall be signed and sealed/notarized as applicable. 

The comments noted above are the result of our engineering review.  We have not reviewed 
items associated with legal, zoning, geotechnical, lighting, water/sanitary sewerage systems, 
environmental, frontage streetscape improvements, building code, public safety, and other 
non-engineering issues, which should be reviewed by the appropriate Township Staff and 
Consultants. 
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South Whitehall Township 
Dorney Park and Wildwater Kingdom 

Offsite Sidewalk 
Project #2023-405 

 
List of Plans and Supplemental Information 

Prepared by Barry Isett & Associates, Inc. and 
dated July 31, 2024, except as noted 

1. Site Plan 1 through 3 (3 sheets), Sheets 1 though 3 of 13; 
2. Existing Features & Demolition Plan 1 through 3 (3 sheets), Sheets 4 through 6 of 13 

(cursory review only); 
3. Grading & Utility Plan 1 through 3 (3 sheets), Sheets 7 through 9 of 13; 
4. Erosion & Sediment Control Plan 1 through 3 (3 sheets), Sheets 10 through 12 of 13 

(cursory review only); 
5. Details, Sheet 13 of 13 (cursory review only); and 
6. Letter of Transmittal. 

In addition, we have received the following information in support of the Application: 
1. South Whitehall Township Letter of Transmittal dated August 8, 2024. 

 
 
 



Township Geotechnical Consultant Review 
  







Public Safety Commission Review 

 
  



From: John G. Frantz
To: Christopher Strohler
Cc: David Manhardt; Jason V. Grozier
Subject: Dorney Park Sidewalks Hamilton Boulevard - 2023-405
Date: Tuesday, September 10, 2024 7:28:56 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Chris,
 
The Public Safety Commission review resulted in the following comments.
 
Fire Marshal Review – None.
Fire Company Review – None.
Emergency Management Review – None.
Police Review – The sidewalk should be provided with illumination.
Emergency Medical Services Review – None.
Parkland School District Review – None.
 
The Commission made the recommendation that illumination should be provided for the sidewalk.
 
In addition, Sergeant Grozier wanted you to be made aware that he can perform a lighting study for
the walkway area.  He is copied on this email, you can contact him for further information.
 

John G. Frantz, CFEI, BCO
Fire Marshal, Building Code Official
South Whitehall Township
4444 Walbert Avenue
Allentown PA 18104-1699
610-398-0401 (office)
610-398-1068 (fax)
www.southwhitehall.com
 
This email message, including any attachments, is intended for the sole use of the individual(s) and entity(ies) to
which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under
applicable law.  If you are not the intended addressee, nor authorized to receive for the intended addressee, you are
hereby notified that you may not use, copy, disclose or distribute to anyone this email message including any
attachments, or any information contained in this email message.  If you have received this email message in error,
please immediately notify the sender by reply email and delete the message.  Thank you.
 
 

mailto:frantzj@southwhitehall.com
mailto:strohlerc@southwhitehall.com
mailto:manhardtd@southwhitehall.com
mailto:jvg@swtpd.org
http://www.southwhitehall.com/



Frontage Improvement Agreement 
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