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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             July 1, 2024 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Steve Brown, Interim Chief, Police Department 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
              

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 
  Monica Hodges 

Diane Kelly 
   

Others attending were: 
 
  Carrie Frey, Director of Operations, Cetronia Ambulance Corps. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  John Frantz, Fire Marshal 

Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 
   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of June 3, 2024 were approved with a correction. 
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AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 

None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Garger submitted the response reports via email for Greenawalds 
for the month of June 2024 and year-to-date 2024.  They are included as 
attachments to these minutes.  Greenawalds responded to fifty-seven 
calls for the month of June 2024 and three-hundred and forty-three calls 
year-to-date 2024. 
 
Four personnel received their Vehicle Rescue Technician and their 
Driver/Operator certification. 
 
The fire departments have participated in several recent drills at Dorney 
Park.   
 
Greenawalds hosted a nursing class from Lehigh Valley Health Network 
for a vehicle extrication class. 
 
The fire departments have participated in many township and community 
events including movies in the park, playground camps, Kratzer fair, and 
the Mikala’s Voice triathlon.   
 
Chief Neas submitted the response report via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of June 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of June 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. Woodlawn 
responded to seventy-three calls for the month of June 2024. 
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Congratulations were extended to Cetronia Fire Company for one hundred 
years of serving the community. 
 
Commissioner Peischl thanked Manager Petrucci for obtaining permission 
from PENNDOT for the emergency services to train is houses that are 
going to be demolished as part of the Route 309 and Tilghman Street 
interchange project. 

 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
Coordinator Kelly submitted the Emergency Management report via email 
for the month of June 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes.  Ten new members were added to the Township CERT Team. 

 
 D. Police Report 

 
Interim Chief Brown reported that the Police responded to one thousand, 
one hundred and forty-four calls, had ninety-five reported crimes, made 
forty-nine arrests, and issued one hundred and eighty-three citations and 
three-hundred and thirty-four warnings for the month of June 2024. 
 
All six recent patrol hires are out of FTO training and on regular patrol.  
There is currently only one vacancy in the department. 
 
The next crime watch meeting will be held on July 9, 2024.  National Night 
Out will be held on August 6, 2024. 
 
The police have been conducting many training exercises with the fire 
departments.   
 
Forty children completed the youth police academy camp.  They consisted 
of fifth and sixth grade students. 

 
 E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Director Frey reported that Cetronia responded to three-hundred and 
thirty-eight calls for the month of June 2024.  Three of those calls were 
handled my mutual aid providers. 

 
 F. Parkland School District Report 
 
  None. 
 

G. Member Concerns 
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 None. 
 
H. Public Works Projects 
 

Manager Petrucci reported that PENNDOT HOP work has started at the 
intersections of Eck Road/Chapmans Road and Walbert Avenue and 
North Cedar Crest Boulevard. 
 
Commissioner Peischl indicated that he believes that the temporary traffic 
lights at Walbert Avenue and North Cedar Crest boulevard present a 
hazard and questions why the permanent lights have not been installed. 
 
Manager Petrucci explained that the installation of the permanent traffic 
lights is driven by the sequence contained in the approved PENNDOT 
HOP. 
 
Township paving projects will commence in late July 2024.   
 
The PA Route 309 betterment project will be commencing soon.  A report 
concerning the project will be given at next month’s meeting. 
 
Members questioned the status of the traffic calming measures slated to 
be installed on Highland Street. 
 
Manager Petrucci indicated that this is work in progress.  Temporary 
speed humps will soon be installed on Highland Street. 

 
I. Township Community Events 
 

Manager Petrucci reported that the township is not holding a summer 
concert series this year.  Instead, a festival is being planned for 
September 28, 2024 at Covered Bridge Park.  This festival will include a 
ribbon cutting ceremony for a new portion of the Jordan Creek Greenway 
Trail. 

 
J. Subdivision Review 
 

1. Long’s Water Technology, Major Plan 2021-106 
 

Mr. Frantz indicated that this plan is for the installation of sidewalks at 
the for the previously reviewed subdivision.  The building in this 
subdivision has been constructed and is occupied. 
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a. Fire Marshal Review – No comments. 
b. Fire Company Review – No comments. 
c. Emergency Management Review – No comments. 
d. Police Review – No comments. 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review – No comments. 
f. Parkland School District Review – No comments. 

 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 

 
2. PSD Parkland High School Expansion, Major Plan 2024-103 

 
Mr. Frantz indicated that this is a sketch plan showing building and 
parking lot additions to the Parkland High School. 
 
a. Fire Marshal Review – No comments. 
b. Fire Company Review – No comments. 
c. Emergency Management Review – Coordinator Kelly inquired is 

the additions to the building would include installation of a bi-
directional amplifier radio system. 

 
Mr. Frantz indicated that a system could be required if the new 
county radio system is in operation during the permit review phase 
of the project.   
 

d. Police Review – No comments. 
e. Emergency Medical Services Review – No comments. 
f. Parkland School District Review – No comments. 

 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plan pending 
review of a complete plan submittal. 

 
3. 81 South Cedar Crest Boulevard, Major Plan 2023-107 

 
Mr. Frantz explained that this plan was not in a form that was ready to 
be distributed to the members for this meeting.  It will appear on the 
August 2024 meeting agenda. 

 
 K. Address Assignments 
 

1. 2619, 2607 Stadium Drive 
 

The Commission agreed with the address assignments of the 
Township Engineer for the two buildings at 2619 and 2607 Stadium 
Drive. 
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 L. Review of Public Safety Commission Bylaws 
 

Commissioner Peischl would like to have the Parkland School District 
representative changed from a voting member to an advisory member, 
similar to the Parks & Recreation Board.  The position of the 
representative should also be changed from the Superintendent to the 
Director of Safety. 
 
After a discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Peischl and 
seconded by Vice-Chair Snyder to make a recommendation to the Board 
of Commissioners to change the bylaws to remove the Parkland School 
District Superintendent as a voting member of the commission and add 
the School District Director of Safety as an advisory member of the 
Commission.  The motion passed with four affirmative votes, three 
negative votes, and one abstention by Chief Search.  Manager Petrucci 
will draft the new bylaw language related to this issue. 
 
A discussion ensued about changing Article III, Section 1, (c), to provide 
that all comments made from all members be forwarded to the Board of 
Commissioners.  This can be done via a letter from each discipline: Fire 
Marshal, Fire, EMS, EMA, Police. 
 
Mr. Frantz noted that Community Development personnel need timely 
Commission subdivision review comments.  This is currently 
accomplished by the Fire Marshal.  Letters would need to be sent 
immediately after the meetings, which may create a burden on the agency 
representatives.   
 
Instead, it was motioned to change Article IV, Section 3, (a), to remove the 
affirmative vote of 51% and replace it with a provision that all comments 
be forwarded to the Township.  Manager Petrucci will draft the new 
language related to this issue. 
 
A discussion ensued about adding the Commission review of traffic 
calming measures to the bylaws.  After a short discussion, it was decided 
to not address the traffic calming measure in the Public Safety 
Commission Bylaws and just rely on the language in the Traffic Calming 
Policy itself. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
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ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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