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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             April 1, 2024 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Steve Brown, Interim Chief, Police Department 
Ricardo Diaz, Chief, Cetronia Fire Company 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Brian Neas, Chief, Tri-Clover Fire Company 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
  Michael Smith, At Large Member 
            

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 
  Monica Hodges 

Diane Kelly 
   

Others attending were: 
 
  None. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of March 4, 2024 were approved as submitted. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

The township has received positive resident feedback regarding the speed 
humps that have been installed on Trexler Boulevard.  The residents on Highland 
Street are desiring to have the speed humps installed on Highland Street.  An 
additional speed hump will be installed on Trexler Boulevard and two temporary 
speed humps will be installed on Highland Street when weather conditions are 
dry enough to permit their installation.  Traffic counts will be conducted after the 
installation of the speed humps. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 
 None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 

Commissioner Peischl indicated that a public survey related to the 
Township Transportation PLAN has been posted on the township website.  
The first public meeting in the plan development process was held on 
March 28, 2024. 

 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Diaz submitted the response report via email for Cetronia for the 
month of March 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes.  
Cetronia responded to fifty-two calls for the month of March 2024.  
Seventy-five percent of those calls were in their primary coverage area. 
 
Cetronia will be celebrating their 100-year anniversary on June 29, 2024 
from 12:00 noon to 7:00 pm. 
 
Chief Garger submitted the response report via email for Greenawalds for 
the month of March 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes.  Greenawalds responded to forty-five calls for the month of 
March 2024. 
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Greenawalds held their annual Community Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday 
March 30, 2024. 
 
Several of their firefighters are going through the Firefighter 1 and 
Hazardous Materials Professional Certification process. 
 
Chief Neas submitted the response reports via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of March 2024 and year-to-date 2024.  They are included as an 
attachment to these minutes. Tri-Clover responded to twenty-three calls 
for the month of March 2024 and ninety-six calls year-to-date 2024. 
 
Several of their firefighters are going through vehicle rescue training. 
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of March 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
Woodlawn responded to fifty-four calls for the month of March 2024. 

 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
Coordinator Kelly submitted the Emergency Management report for the 
month of March 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
 
The meetings are progressing with the Township Traffic and 
Transportation plan.  The consultant hired to assist with the plan 
development is effectively running the meetings. 
 
An electric vehicle patient extrication demonstration will be held at the 
Lehigh Valley EMA Conference.  Members of the Commission may attend 
this demonstration. 
 
Meeting with the Northeast Healthcare Coalition are continuing, with a 
focus on home health care organizations. 

 
 D. Police Report 

 
Interim Chief Brown reported that the Police responded to one thousand, 
one hundred and twenty-one calls, had eighty-nine reported crimes, 
issued one hundred and forty-nine citations, two-hundred and seventeen 
warnings, and made twenty-seven arrests for the month of March 2024. 

 
 E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Chief Executive Officer Mateff reported via email that Cetronia responded 
to three-hundred and six calls for the month of March 2024.  Five of those 
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calls were handled by mutual aid providers.  The average time from 
dispatch to on-scene was seven minutes and fifty-two seconds with Friday 
being the busiest day of the week and 10:00 am being the busiest time of 
the day. 

 
 F. Parkland School District Report 
 
  None. 
 

G. Subdivision Review 
 
 None. 

 
 H. Address Assignments 
 

Commissioner Peischl reported that there is a residential property at 1515 
North 29th Street that was a confusing access.  Although being addressed 
to North 29th Street, the access to the property is from the 1500 block of 
North Main Street.  He inquired if the Commission would make the 
recommendation that township staff contact Lehigh County 
Communications Center to see if they can add a note in their CAD system 
to indicate that the property is accessed from North Main Street. 
 
The Commission agreed with Commissioner Peischl and made the 
recommendation that township staff contact Lehigh County 
Communication Center to have them add a note to their CAD system to 
indicate that access to the property at 1515 North 29th Street is from the 
1500 block of North Main Street. 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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