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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             March 4, 2024 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Robert Mateff, Chief Executive Officer, Cetronia Ambulance Corp. 
  Dr. Tony Naradko, Parkland School District 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
  Michael Smith, At Large Member 
            

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 
  Monica Hodges 

Diane Kelly 
   

Others attending were: 
 
  None. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of February 5, 2024 were approved as submitted. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 
 None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 
 None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Mr. Frantz conveyed Chief Diaz’ report that Cetronia responded to fifty-
one calls for the month of February 2024. 
 
Chief Garger submitted the response report via email for Greenawalds for 
the month of February 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes.  Greenawalds responded to fifty-five calls for the month of 
February 2024. 
 
Commissioner Peischl commented that the structure of the reports 
submitted by Greenawalds provide useful information presented in an 
easy-to-understand format. 
 
Chief Garger indicated that the report structure is present in the 
Emergency Reporting software that all four departments use to prepare 
their reports. 
 
Chief Neas submitted the response reports via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of February 2024 and year-to-date 2024.  They are included as 
attachment to these minutes. Tri-Clover responded to thirty-two calls for 
the month of February 2024 and seventy-one calls year-to-date 2024.  Mr. 
Frantz indicated that Chief Neas was absent at the meeting due to 
attendance at a training class. 
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Chief Search submitted the response reports for Woodlawn for the months 
of January and February 2024.  They are included as attachments to 
these minutes. Woodlawn responded to fifty-four calls for the month of 
January 2024 and sixty-nine calls for the month of February 2024. 

 
C. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
Coordinator Kelly submitted the Emergency Management report for the 
month of February 2024.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
 
The next township Emergency Management meeting will be held on 
March 14, 2024. 
 
EMA Coordinators throughout Lehigh County have been trained on the 
use of Skywarn. 
 
Tab 3 of the Township EOP has been updated and is being distributed. 
 
Nativity Lutheran Church has submitted their updated emergency plan. 
 
The Lehigh Emergency Service Training Academy (LESTA) is once again 
functioning.  Coordinator Kelly is serving on the LESTA Board. 
 
The PA Route 309 & Tilghman Street interchange reconstruction project 
will be commencing in 2025.  They have agreed to provide third-party 
traffic control during the project. 
 
Commissioner Peischl expressed his concern about Tilghman Street 
being reduced from four lanes to two lanes during the construction. 
 
Chief Garger indicated that he has received the Tier 2 report from Geo 
Specialty Chemical. 

 
 D. Police Report 

 
Sergeant Grozier reported that the Police responded to one thousand and 
seventy-two calls, had seventy-six reported crimes, made thirty-seven 
arrests, and issued eighty-two citations and one hundred and forty-five 
warnings for the month of February 2024. 

 
 E. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Chief Executive Officer Mateff reported that Cetronia responded to two-
hundred and seventy-four calls for the month of February 2024.  Seven of 
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those calls were handled my mutual aid providers.  The busiest time for 
responses is mid-week between the hours of 4PM to 5PM.  The average 
duration of the calls is fifty minutes and thirty-two seconds. 

 
 F. Parkland School District Report 
 

Dr. Naradko reported that the Spring Musical will be held April 1-14, 2024.  
Kindergarten registration is now open for the 2024/2025 school year.  Both 
the boys and girls basketball teams have won their divisions and are 
advancing to the District playoffs.  The Community Resource Day event 
will be held on April 16, 2024. 

 
G. Subdivision Review 
 

1. Nestle Purina Wastewater Treatment Upgrades – Major Plan 2021-
102 

 
The Commission recommended that the following comments of the 
Fire Marshal be addressed on the plans. 
 

a. The fire apparatus turning radius drawing should be changed to 
provide the vehicle approach from the main gate side of the 
access road to the new wastewater building. 

b. Soil bearing details for the entirety of the gravel fire department 
access road should be indicated in order to determine if it will 
support heavy fire apparatus. 

c. The proposed fire water line size should be indicated on the 
plan. 

d. The proposed fire water line should be indicated up to the 
connection point to the existing water system. 

e. A SALDO compliant fire hydrant should be indicated for the 
proposed building on the north side of the complex. 

f. The SWT specification detail for fire hydrants should be 
included on the plans. 

 
2. Dorney Park Project 2024 – Major Plan 2023-101 

 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 

 
 H. Address Assignments 
 
  None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
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 The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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