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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             January 8, 2024 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Ricardo Diaz, Chief, Cetronia Fire Company 
Glen Dorney, Chief, Police Department 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
  Michael Smith, At Large Member 
            

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 
  Monica Hodges 

Diane Kelly 
   

Others attending were: 
 
  None. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM #2 – ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

The nominating committee offered Thomas Yezerski as a candidate for 
Chairman and Richard Snyder for Vice Chairman.  Votes for both candidates 
passed unanimously. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of December 4, 2023 were approved as submitted. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

Speed cushions have been installed on Trexler Boulevard along with the 
appropriate pavement markings and signage. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #5 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 

Sargent Grozier indicated that the Principal of the Cetronia Elementary School 
has inquired about the possibility of installing school zone traffic warning devices 
on Broadway in front of the school. 
 
Director Bender indicated that the School District will need to first work with 
PENNDOT to obtain a permit from them to install the devices.  They should 
contact the township after the PENNDOT permit is received. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Diaz reported that Cetronia responded to fifty-two calls for the month 
of December 2023 and seven-hundred and fifty-one calls for the year 
2023. 
 
Chief Garger submitted the response report via email for Greenawalds for 
the month of December 2023 and the year 2023.  They are included as 
attachments to these minutes.  Greenawalds responded to fifty-nine calls 
for the month of December 2023 and seven-hundred and seventy-three 
calls for the year 2023.  False and nuisance calls were down three percent 
in 2023. 
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Chief Neas submitted the response report via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of December 2023 and for the year 2023.  They are included as 
attachments to these minutes. Chief Neas was not present at the meeting 
due a conflicting training activity that he was attending. 
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of December 2023.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
Woodlawn responded to sixth-eight calls for the month of December 2023 
and eight-hundred and eighty-three calls for the year of 2023. 

 
 C. Fire Commissioner Report 
 
  None. 
 

D. Emergency Management Team Report 
 

Coordinator Kelly submitted the December 2023 Emergency Management 
Report.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
 
South Whitehall provided the only municipal emergency management 
officials to attend the Lehigh County Healthcare Coalition Round Table.  
This round table is an attempt to get all healthcare providers in the county 
together to work with emergency management officials. 
 
Manager Petrucci provided an update concerning personal care 
organizations operating in single-family dwellings and apartments.  They 
are obligated under Commonwealth requirements to provide emergency 
plans for their operations.  The township will add a checklist that will be 
used to identify these facilities when they renew their township Business 
Privilege License. 

 
 E. Police Report 

 
Sergeant Grozier reported that the Police responded to one thousand and 
fifteen calls, had eighty reported crimes, and made thirty-five arrests for 
the month of December 2023. 
 
Chief Dorney reported that six new officers are starting their field training 
period.  Because of revisions to the Civil Service employment 
requirements, only three of these officers needed to be sent to academy 
training. 
 
The No-Shave November Campaign collected $3,270.00 
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 F. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Chief Executive Officer Mateff reported via email that Cetronia responded 
to three-hundred and forty-two calls for the month of December 2023.  
Five of those calls were handled my mutual aid providers.  Additional 
information can be provided at the February meeting. 

 
 G. Parkland School District Report 
 
  None. 
 

H. Subdivision Review 
 

1. 81 South Cedar Crest – Major Plan 2023-107 
 

Mr. Frantz reported that this a sketch plan for a development of eleven 
single-family detached houses.  It is proposed to be served by 
township water and sewer. 
 
The Commission requested that more detailed plans be submitted for 
review. 

 
2. Lot Line Adjustment and Consolidation for Al-Ahad Islamic 

Center – Minor Plan 2023-204 
 

The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 
 

I. Address Assignments 
 

None. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM #7 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
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__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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