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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             October 2, 2023 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Ricardo Diaz, Chief, Cetronia Fire Company 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Robert Mateff, Chief Executive Officer, Cetronia Ambulance Corp. 
  Brian Neas, Chief, Tri-Clover Fire Company 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
              

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 
  Monica Hodges 

Diane Kelly 
  David Kennedy 
 

Others attending were: 
 
  None. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
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 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of September 11, 2023 were approved as submitted. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Emergency Services Report 
 
At the September 2023 Commission meeting, it was discussed that the 
reports given by the emergency service should include additional information 
such as response times, response trends, and responses of township 
agencies outside of the township. 
 
A motion was made, and seconded, to keep the current content of the reports 
submitted by the emergency services at Commission meetings without 
additional information added to the reports.  The motion passed, with one 
member voting no. 
 
Information concerning the Emergency Alarm Ordinance and the recovery of 
costs for spill control materials will be disseminated to the members. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 
 None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Diaz submitted the response report via email for Cetronia for the 
month of September 2023.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes.  Cetronia responded to sixty calls for the month of September 
2023. 
 
Chief Garger submitted the response report via email for Greenawalds for 
the month of September 2023.  It is included as an attachment to these 
minutes.  Greenawalds responded to fifty-three calls for the month of 
September 2023. 
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Chief Neas submitted the response reports via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of September 2023 and year-to-date 2023.  They are included as 
attachments to these minutes. Tri-Clover responded to twenty-six calls for 
the month of September 2023 and two-hundred and fifty-four calls year-to-
date 2023. 
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of September 2023.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
Woodlawn responded to seventy calls for the month of September 2023. 
 
Woodlawn will be holding an open house on October 7, 2023 from 11:00 
am to 3:00 pm. 

 
 C. Fire Commissioner Report 
 
  None. 
 

D. Emergency Management Team Report 
 

The township email notifications for weather statements are in the process 
of being set-up. 
 
There will be a nationwide emergency alert test performed on October 4, 
2023. 
 
The emergency drill for the Limerick Generating Station was held on 
September 26, 2023.  No deficiencies were identified. 
 
There will be a cold-wash review on October 25, 2023 at 10:00 of the 
Parkland Active Aggressor Drill. 

 
 E. Police Report 

 
Sergeant Grozier submitted the Police report via email for the month of 
September 2023.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes.  The 
Police responded to one thousand, two-hundred and ninety-three calls, 
had one hundred and two reported crimes, and made forty-nine arrests for 
the month of September 2023.  The incident numbers have increased this 
year over last and earlier years. 

 
 F. Emergency Medical Services Report 
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Chief Executive Officer Mateff reported that Cetronia responded to three-
hundred and forty-two calls for the month of September 2023.  Eleven of 
those calls were handled my mutual aid providers.  Average response 
time is one minute, arrival time is nine minutes and eighteen seconds, 
time spent at the scene is sixteen minutes, and total time committed on a 
call is fifty-five minutes. 

 
 G. Parkland School District Report 
 
  None. 
 

H. Subdivision Review 
 

1. Rhue Subdivision – Minor Plan 2013-201 
 
The members discussed the possibility of recommending that an 
additional hydrant should be installed on Huckleberry Road.  It was 
noted that hydrants are proposed to be added on Huckleberry Road 
west of this subdivision as part of the Ridge Farm subdivision. 
 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plans. 

 
 I. Address Assignments 
 
  None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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