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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             June 5, 2023 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 

Glen Dorney, Chief, Police Department 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Dr. Tony Naradko, Parkland School District 
  Brian Neas, Chief, Tri-Clover Fire Company 
  Chris Peischl, At Large Member 

Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
  Michael Smith, At Large Member 
            

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 
  Monica Hodges 

Diane Kelly 
  David Kennedy 
 

Others attending were: 
 
  None. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Herb Bender, Director of Township Operations 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Thomas Petrucci, Township Manager 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Mr. Frantz indicated that a typographical error was corrected.  The minutes of 
May 1, 2023 were approved with the correction. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Traffic Calming – Trexler Boulevard and Highland Street 
 

Manager Petrucci provided an update of the status of the traffic calming 
project for Trexler Boulevard and Highland Street.  A copy of his presentation 
on the topic is included in these minutes. 
 
Traffic studies were performed on Highland Street and Congress Street, in 
addition to Trexler Boulevard.  These studies indicated that the installation of 
traffic calming measures on Trexler Boulevard would create additional traffic 
on Highland Street, but not Congress Street.  Additional traffic calming 
measures are warranted on Highland Street, but not Congress Street. 
 
Four speed humps on Trexler Boulevard and four speed humps on Highland 
Street are being proposed.  The locations where the speed humps can be 
installed are limited due to driveways, intersections, and drainage locations.  
They must also be greater than one hundred and fifty feet from intersections. 
 
The speed humps will not damage vehicles travelling over them at the posted 
speed limit of twenty-five miles per hour.  The humps can cause damage to 
vehicles travelling in excess of the twenty-five mile per hour speed limit.  The 
humps will not have an impact when installed on snow emergency routes. 
 
This project is a pilot program.  At least fifty percent of the affected residents 
will need to be in favor of the project for the project to proceed. 
 
Many area residents expressed their thoughts on the project.  Among their 
requests were for additional humps on Trexler Boulevard east of North 33rd 
Street and west of North 38th Street, and the installation of streetlights and 
road edge markers on Trexler Boulevard.  It is also desired that a post-project 
study be conducted on Congress Street to verify that the completed project 
does not create the need for measure to be installed on Congress Street. 
 
A resident encouraged the installation of a stop sign on Trexler Boulevard at 
North 34th Street.  Manager Petrucci indicated that stop signs are not 
recognized to provide a means to control speed on roadways. 
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The speed of school buses in the area was questioned by residents.  Dr. 
Naradko indicated that residents can report potentially unsafe conditions 
involving school buses to the School District Transportation Office.  Their staff 
will investigate any complaint received.  The school buses are equipped with 
cameras and are GPS monitored. 
 
Chief Dorney reiterated the technical and practical issues that the police have 
with performing speed enforcement on Trexler Boulevard. 
 
Vice Chairman Snyder questioned the group of citizens in attendance at the 
meeting to see if any were opposed to the installation of traffic calming 
measures on Trexler Boulevard and Highland Street.  All those in attendance 
expressed their support for the traffic calming measures. 
 
The Commission made the recommendation to install the traffic calming 
measures on Trexler Boulevard and Highland Street with the addition of the 
two additional speed humps on Trexler Boulevard west of North 38th Street 
and east of North 33rd Street. 
 
Manager Petrucci indicated that the next step for the implementation of the 
traffic calming measures will be to meet with the residents that will have 
speed humps installed on their property.  After those meetings are completed, 
the project will be placed on a Board of Commissioners meeting agenda for 
public comment and approval of the project.  The affected residents will be 
notified of that meeting date. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 
 None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Diaz submitted the response report via email for Cetronia for the 
month of May 2023.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes.  
Cetronia responded to fifty-six calls for the month of May 2023. 
 
Chief Garger reported that Greenawalds responded to forty-two calls for 
the month of May 2023 and two-hundred and eighty-three calls year-to-
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date 2023.  The call volume has decreased slightly, but the severity of the 
calls has increased.  There have been numerous grass and brush fires. 
 
Chief Neas submitted the response reports for Tri-Clover for the month of 
May 2023 and year-to-date 2023.  They are included as attachments to 
these minutes. Tri-Clover responded to twenty-three calls for the month of 
May 2023 and one hundred and eighteen calls year-to-date 2023. 
 
Chief Search reported that Woodlawn responded to fifty-two calls for the 
month of May 2023. 

 
 C. Fire Commissioner Report 
 
  None. 
 

D. Emergency Management Team Report 
 

Mr. Frantz indicated that Coordinator Kelly was unable to attend the 
meeting but did provide the following report via email. 
 
We had our Dorney Park Annual meeting on April 29 hopefully this week I 
will have the 2023 Dorney park EAP available for everyone this week. 

 
South Whitehall Township Emergency Management meeting will be held 
this Thursday, June 8, @7 PM at the Cetronia JOC. 

 
The Parkland School District drill is on schedule for August . The next 
planning meeting will be June 19 rather than June 12 due to rescheduling 
by Adam Christman. 

 
South Whitehall family safety and emergency preparedness day is on 
target for September 9 @ 4 pm Followed by a movie @7:30 pm at 
Fernwood Park. 

 
Lehigh and Northampton County biannual hazard mitigation planning 
meeting is on June 15. South Whitehall plays a part in this process every 
two years. 
 

 
 E. Police Report 

 
Sergeant Grozier reported that the Police responded to one thousand, 
three-hundred and twenty-two calls, had one hundred and ten reported 
crimes, and made forty-four arrests for the month of May 2023. 
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The police completed the DARE program at six Parkland Elementary 
School and one private school. 
 
The police will be holding a youth police academy event. 
 
There will be a “Battle of the Badges” softball game, with the proceeds 
going to pediatric cancer research.  The goal is to raise $10,000. 

 
 F. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

None. 
 
 G. Parkland School District Report 
 

Dr. Naradko reported that the Prom was held, with no reported negative 
incidents.  Graduation is June 6, 2023, with the last day of school on June 
9, 2023. 

 
H. Subdivision Review 
 

1. Allentown Cat Clinic Parking Lot Expansion – Major Plan 2023-102 
 

Mr. Frantz indicated that the Township Engineer will be requesting 
information related to any PENNDOT Highway Occupancy Permit 
(HOP) that has been issued related to the property. 
 
The Commission made no recommendation at this time and requested 
a re-review when the HOP issue is answered. 

 
2. Broadway Sidewalk Grading Plan for Tilghman Square Shopping 

Center – Waiver from Land development – 2023-703 
 

The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 
 

3. 1429 Eck Road Outdoor Storage – Major Plan 2022-109 
 

The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 
 

4. Ridge Farm Final Plan Phase 1B – 2017-101 
 

Mr. Frantz reported that the inside portion of Kline Circle will have 
reinforced pavers installed in the areas where parking spaces are not 
provided.  This will increase the cartway width to twenty feet. 
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The Commission approved this change to Kline Circle and also 
requested that the inside portion of Kline Circle be posted with “no 
parking” signs. 

 
 I. Address Assignments 
 
  None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 pm. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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