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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             August 1, 2022 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Glen Dorney, Chief, Police Department 
Jay Heicklen, Chief, Cetronia Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
  Michael Smith, At Large Member 
            

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 
  Monica Hodges 

Diane Kelly 
   

Others attending were: 
 
  Ricardo Diaz, Deputy Chief, Cetronia Fire Company 

Adam Garger, Assistant Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
Chris Mariner, Assistant Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 

    
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Gregg Adams, Planner 

Herb Bender, Interim Township Manager 
John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 
Christopher Kiskeravage, Township Fire Commissioner 
Michael Sorrentino, Captain, Police Department 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
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 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of July 11, 2022 were approved as submitted. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

  None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 

Coordinator Kelly inquired about the status of requiring property owners to install 
emergency responder radio system in new buildings. 
 
Mr. Frantz indicated that the requirement is not being enforced at the current time 
due to Lehigh County indicating that the radio system will be changed and 
upgraded in the near future.  Requiring building owners to install a system under 
the current radio configuration would render them inoperable once the new 
county system is operational.  A new system would then need to be installed by 
the property owners.   
 
The Commission made the recommendation that the requirement to install 
emergency responder radio systems be enforced without waiting for the new 
county radio system to be implemented. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Heicklen submitted the response report via email for Cetronia for the 
month of July 2022.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes.  
Cetronia responded to sixty-four calls for the month of July 2022.  The 
severity of incidents has seemed to increase during this month. 
 
Assistant Chief Garger indicated that Greenawalds responded to sixty-six 
calls for the month of July 2022. 
 
Chief Neas submitted the response reports via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of July 2022 and year-to-date 2022.  They are included as 
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attachments to these minutes. Tri-Clover responded to seventeen calls for 
the month of July 2022 and one hundred and sixty-nine calls year to date 
2022. 
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of July 2022.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. Woodlawn 
responded to eighty-eight calls for the month of July 2022. 

 
 C. Fire Commissioner Report 
 

The Smoke detector give-away at the Prepare South Whitehall event has 
been approved by the Township Solicitor’s office. 

 
D. Emergency Management Team Report 

 
A PA Route 309 corridor betterment project is expected to start in 2024 
and take three years to complete.  This project will have significant traffic 
impact during its construction. 
 
A parent/student reunification drill was held by the Parkland School District 
at the Parkland High School. 
 
Lehigh County held a rescue task force drill at the Springhouse Middle 
School on Saturday July 30, 2022. 
 
A tabletop drill was held at Temple Beth El. 
 
A child car seat check station at the Prepare Parkland event may not be 
logistically feasible.  Anyone requesting information on child car seats will 
be encouraged to make an appointment with the police. 
 
The traffic flow around the Cedarbrook Nursing Home is changing as the 
construction project enters a new phase.  The traffic flow map will be sent 
to the emergency services. 
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection has issued 
violation notice to GEO Specialty Chemicals regarding their two recent 
hazardous materials releases.  The materials that were released never left 
the GEO Chemicals property. 

 
 E. Police Report 
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Sergeant Grozier reported that the Police responded to one thousand, one 
hundred and eighty-five calls, had one hundred reported crimes, and 
made fifty-one arrests for the month of July 2022. 
 
The national night out event will be held on August 2, 2022 at Covered 
Bridge Park from 17:00 to 20:00. 

 
 F. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Mr. Frantz indicated that Executive Officer Mateff would not be in 
attendance at this meeting and would provide the July report at the 
September Commission meeting. 

 
 G. Parkland School District Report 
 
  None. 
 

H. Subdivision Review 
 

1. 1670 Church Road Padda Properties LLC – Major Plan 2022-104 
 

Mr. Frantz reported that this is the full plan set submittal for this project.  
The Commission had previously reviewed the sketch plan and 
recommended that a fire hydrant be installed near the building. 
 
The full plan set does indicate that a fire hydrant will be installed near 
the property on Church Road. 
 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 
 
Planner Adams indicated that Township staff are concerned that trucks 
for the new warehouse on Chapmans Road will use this portion of 
Church Road to access the warehouse.  This will result in the need for 
a sharp right turn from Church Road onto eastbound Chapmans Road 
that will result in trucks leaving the road surface and damaging 
property. 
 
Township staff are looking for recommendations from the Commission 
concerning possible configurations of Church Road west of the Padda 
and PPL properties.  The options are doing nothing and leaving the 
road westbound only west of the PPL driveway, severing the road and 
installing a cul-de-sac east of the Norfolk Southern crossing, or making 
the road eastbound only from Chapmans Road to east of the crossing 
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and also installing a cul-de-sac for truck turn-around east of the 
crossing. 
 
The Commission made the recommendation that the current 
westbound only configuration be maintained.   

 
2. Montar Group LLC – Major Plan 2022-107 

 
The Commission made the recommendation that the driveway to the 
property be configured as a right turn in/right turn out. 

 
I. Address Assignments 

 
None. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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