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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             January 4, 2021 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the virtual platform GoToMeeting. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Glen Dorney, Chief, Police Department 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  Robert Mateff, Interim Chief Executive Officer, Cetronia Ambulance Corp. 

Brian Neas, Chief, Tri-Clover Fire Company   
Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 

            
Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 

 
  Diane Kelly 
 

Others attending were: 
 
  Chris Mariner, Assistant Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
  David Tomcics, Assistant Chief, Tri-Clover Fire Company 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  John Frantz, Fire Marshal 

Christopher Kiskeravage, Township Fire Commissioner 
David Manhardt, Director, Community Development 
Michael Sorrentino, Captain, Police Department 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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The minutes of December 7, 2020 were approved with a correction that the 
Township Engineer can review and recommend that the subdivision comments 
from the Commission can be overridden. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

Chairman Yezerski inquired as to if the request for the fire departments to 
provide the Fire Commissioner and the Police Chief with information regarding 
current fire Police members was completed. 
 
Chief Dorney indicated that the fire departments are providing the requested 
information.  A change was recently made to the legislation concerning how Fire 
Police are to be appointed.  All current and future Fire Police will be appointed by 
the Board of Commissioners. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 
 None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Garger reported that Greenawalds responded to thirty-two calls for 
the month of December 2020. 
 
Chief Neas submitted the response reports for Tri-Clover for the month of 
December 2020 and the year 2020.  They are included as attachments to 
these minutes. Tri-Clover responded to nineteen calls for the month of 
December 2020 and two-hundred and ninety-seven calls for the year 
2020. 
 
Chief Search reported that Woodlawn responded to forty-eight calls for the 
month of December 2020. 

 
 C. Fire Commissioner Report 
   

None. 
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D. Emergency Management Team Report 
 

Coordinator Kelly reported that a survey has been sent to emergency 
services personnel asking if they wish to receive a Covid-19 vaccine.  This 
survey is being used for planning purposes to estimate the required 
number of vaccines that will be needed. 
 
The Small Business Administration will be accepting loan applications for 
businesses affected by Tropical Storm Isaias. 

 
 E. Police Report 

 
Chief Dorney indicated that the Police Department has switched records 
management computer systems and that the analytics portion is not fully 
functional at this time.  He estimates that the Police responded to 
approximately one thousand calls for the month of December 2020. 
 
A new Police Officer has been hired and is starting at the academy today.  
She should graduate from the academy in July and complete her field 
training by the end of 2021.  A second officer is currently undergoing 
background checks and should be hired in the near future.  This officer 
already has completed the academy. 

 
 F. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Chief Executive Officer Mateff reported that Cetronia responded to three-
hundred and thirty-two calls for the month of December 2020.  Five of 
these calls were handled by mutual aid providers. 
 
Cetronia continues to see a high number of Covid-19 related responses.  
Vaccines for emergency services personnel will be coming in the future.   

 
 G. Subdivision Review 
 

1. Mosaic Campus – 2020-110 
 

Mr. Frantz explained that the plan presented is a sketch plan; the 
complete subdivision review plan set has not been submitted for 
review. 
 
The Commission made the following recommendations to the plan; 
 

a. The stone driveway and parking lot should be constructed 
sufficiently to handle the weight of fire apparatus. 
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b. A turning area should be constructed near the end of the 

parking area with sufficient turning radius to accommodate fire 
apparatus. 

 
c. SALDO complaint fire hydrants should be provided for the 

subdivision. 
 

d. A complete set of subdivision plans should be submitted for 
review by the Commission. 

 
 H. Address Assignments 
 
  None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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