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TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH WHITEHALL 
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING                          MINUTES                             September 13, 2021 
 

A Public Meeting of the South Whitehall Township Public Safety Commission 
was held on the above date in the Township Municipal Building located at 4444 
Walbert Avenue, Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 
 Members attending were: 
 
  Thomas Yezerski, Chairman 

Richard Snyder, Vice Chairman 
Glen Dorney, Chief, Police Department 
Andrew Garger, Chief, Greenawalds Fire Department 
Jay Heicklen, Chief, Cetronia Fire Department 

  Jeff Kelly, Emergency Management Coordinator 
  David Kennedy, At Large Member 
  Robert Mateff, Chief Executive Officer, Cetronia Ambulance Corp. 
  Barry Search, Chief, Woodlawn Fire Department 
            

Board of Commissioner Members attending were: 
 
  None. 
 

Others attending were: 
 
  None. 
  
 Township Staff attending were: 
  
  Randy Cope, Interim Township Manager 
  Gregg Adams, Planner 

John Frantz, Fire Marshal 
Jason Grozier, Sergeant, Police Department 

   
AGENDA ITEM #1 - CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM #2 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of August 2, 2021 were approved as submitted. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 - OLD BUSINESS 
 

Chairman Yezerski updated the status of the truck traffic prohibition on 
Crackersport Road west of the exit from 5185 Crackersport Road.  He and Mr. 
Frantz indicated that the bridge weight limit sign is in place on Crackersport Road 
at the exit from the warehouse property and is visible from the stop sign. 
 
The power line safety during wind storm events has been given to Sergeant 
Grozier and will be posted on social media. 
 
Mr. Snyder inquired about the status of the fire department box assignments 
updates. 
 
Chief Dorney indicated that he will be contacting Lehigh County Communication 
Center staff concerning the issue.  The center had been going through upgrades 
to their system which had delayed entry of the updated information. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #4 – COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 
 None. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #5 - NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Commissioner’s Report 
 
  None. 
 
 B. Fire Companies Report 
 

Chief Heicklen reported that Cetronia responded to fifty-nine calls for the 
month of August 2021. 
 
The fire departments responded with the Township and Allentown police 
departments to a search for a mentally challenged individual in the 
Dorneyville area.  After three hours, the individual was located by a 
Cetronia Ambulance unit. 
 
Chief Heicklen commended Coordinator Kelly and Chief Garger for their 
planning and execution of the September 11 twenty year remembrance. 
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Chief Garger reported that Greenawalds responded to sixty calls for the 
month of August 2021. 
 
Chief Neas submitted the response report via email for Tri-Clover for the 
month of August 2021 and year-to-date 2021.  They are included as 
attachments to these minutes. Tri-Clover responded to thirty calls for the 
month of August 2021 and two-hundred and seventeen calls year-to-date. 
 
Chief Search submitted the response report for Woodlawn for the month 
of August 2021.  It is included as an attachment to these minutes. 
Woodlawn responded to sixty-nine calls for the month of August 2021. 

 
 C. Fire Commissioner Report 
 
  None. 
 

D. Emergency Management Team Report 
 

Coordinator Kelly reported that the Emergency Operations Center was 
opened during Tropical Storm Ida.  Eleven homes in the Township 
received flood damage, mainly from flooding of the Jordan Creek. 

 
 E. Police Report 

 
Sergeant Grozier reported that the Police responded to one thousand, one 
hundred and sixty-seven calls for the month of August 2021. 
 
Chief Dorney reported that the police investigated a threat that was made 
to the Parkland School District via social media.  They worked with the 
Pennsylvania State Police and Federal Bureau of Investigation during the 
investigation.  Police presence was increased in response to the threat.  
The School District provided excellent coordination in the event.  The 
threat was later found to have originated in North Carolina.  While it was 
difficult to gather information from social media, the Safe2Say program 
was beneficial with the threat. 

 
 F. Emergency Medical Services Report 
 

Chief Executive Officer Mateff reported that Cetronia responded to four-
hundred and twenty calls for the month of August 2021.  Three of those 
calls were handled by a mutual aid provider.  Covid-19 responses 
continue to be low, with fewer than ten for the month of August. 

 
 G. Subdivision Review 
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1. Dunkin Allentown Drive-Thru – Major Plan 2021-105 

 
Mr. Frantz indicated that the plan represents a proposed drive-thru to 
the end of existing strip-building. 
 
The Commission expressed that the plan does not provide a safe 
situation for the public and emergency services for many reasons.  The 
concerns include issues with poor overall site traffic flow, lack of 
adequate space for vehicle queuing, impaired clear-sight distances, 
traffic congestion impacting Tilghman Street, and restrictions to access 
of the rear of the building.   

 
2. Long’s Water Technology – Major Plan 2021-106 

 
Mr. Frantz indicated that this plan had previously been submitted in 
2006, but was never constructed. 
 
The Commission made no recommendations to the plan. 

 
3. Ridge Farm – Major Plan 2017-101 

 
Mr. Jason Englehardt, Langan Engineering, presented the plan to the 
Commission. 
 
Mr. Englehardt indicated that there are three separate areas proposed 
that will include emergency vehicle access; Guth Road at Huckleberry 
Road, both ends of the mobility easement, and Dawes Street.  
 
He inquired as to what form of barrier could be used to limit access to 
regular traffic while providing access for emergency vehicles.  He 
provided the members with manufacturer information for collapsible 
bollards.  The bollards can be disabled using a hydrant wrench of by 
breaking free via vehicle impact. 
 
Mr. Snyder inquired as to what entity would be responsible for 
maintenance, repair and/or replacement of the bollards after their 
installation.   
 
The Commission made the recommendation that the emergency 
access to Guth Road from Huckleberry Road, both ends of the mobility 
easement, and access from Dawes Street be provided with collapsible 
bollard and that the maintenance, repair, and/or replacement of the 
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bollards after installation not be the responsibility of the Township.  Mr. 
Kennedy abstained from the vote on the recommendations. 
 
Planner Adams requested clarification from the Commission regarding 
the Guth Road and Buchman Street section of the subdivision.  As 
proposed, there areas do not comply with the requirements for cul-de-
sacs for a maximum of four-hundred feet length and a maximum of 
fifteen dwelling units.  These requirements are designed to provide 
adequate access to homes when an incident occurs and blocks access 
to the cul-de-sacs. 
 
He inquired if the Commission agrees that the emergency access 
provided to Guth Road at Huckleberry Road and from Dawes Street to 
the Buchman Street section are adequate to address safety issues 
relate to access to the cul-de-sacs. 
 
The Commission agreed that the proposed addition of emergency 
access to Guth Road at Huckleberry Road and from Dawes Street to 
the Buchman Street section provides adequate alternate emergency 
access to the cul-de-sacs.  Mr. Kennedy abstained from the vote on 
this issue. 

 
4. 3645 Orefield Road Driveway – Consultation 2020-406 

 
Mr. David Lear, Lehigh Engineering, presented the plan to the 
Commission. 
 
The driveway for the property is currently being designed to have a 
maximum ten percent slope on a portion of the driveway.  The property 
is along Orefield Road, which is designated as an arterial street.  
SALDO permits a maximum of seven percent slope for a driveway on 
an arterial street.  However, SALDO does permit a maximum driveway 
slope of ten percent for a driveway on a collector street.  The 
PENNDOT specification for grade transition of the driveway will be 
followed at the change near Orefield Road from the four percent 
portion to the ten percent portion.  Storm water runoff from the 
driveway area is being controlled and directed away from the driveway. 
 
The Commission made the recommendation to approve the plan as it 
does not appear to compromise safety. 

 
 H. Address Assignments 
 

1. Lime Kiln Road – Minor Plan 2020-203 
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The Commission agreed with the Township Engineer’s assignment of 
3926 Lime Kiln Road for lot one, 3896 Lime Kiln Road for lot two, and 
3838 Orefield Road for lot three. 

 
2. 4750 Tilghman Street 

 
The Commission agreed with the Speedwell Design Sheet A002 dated 
08/16/21 addresses of 4700, 4740, 4750, 4760, 4770, and 4780 for the 
property. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS DATE: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Secretary 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman 
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